LECTURE 10
Immediate Constituents
In syntactic and morphological analysis, a constituent is a word or a group of words that functions as a single unit within a hierarchical structure. The word “like” consists of one unitary part or constituent. The word “treatment” on the other hand, consists of two parts. These two parts “treat” and “-ment” can be represented with a division between them as follows:
 treat | ment.
	A word of three or more morphemes is not made up of a string of individual parts: it is built with a hierarchy of twosomes. The word “gentlemanly” for example, has three morphemes. The morphemes “man” and “ly” can be combined to form “manly” and that “gentle” and “manly” are combined to give the word “gentlemanly”. The meaning of “gentlemanly” does not seem to be composed of the meanings of its two parts “gentle” and “manly”. So we reject this possibility. The second possibility is as follows: “gentle” and “man” are put together to give “gentleman”. The word “gentle”, as we know, means “distinguished” or “belonging to a high social station”. Thus we can say that “gentleman” is a composite of those of its two constituents. Then we can add “-ly”, meaning “like” and the result will be “gentlemanly”, with the meaning of like a gentleman.
	The notion of immediate constituents is based on the idea of analyzing or dividing words into two parts of which it seems to have been composed. Thus 
Gentleman | ly .
Following the same way, we can cut every part into two more until we have reduced the word to its ultimate constituents and consequently, show the layers of structure by which a word has been composed. Thus
(Gentle | man | ly) is a word which consists of two immediate constituents “gentleman” and “-ly”, and furthermore, “gentleman” represents a layer of structure which consists of two immediate constituents “gentle” and “man”. We can say finally that “gentlemanly” is a word that has three morphemes and two layers of structure. Each layer of structure represents a part of that word which has two immediate constituents.
	In doing word diagrams to show layers of structure, we make successive divisions into two parts each of which is called an immediate constituent, abbreviated IC.  
	The following are three recommendations on IC division that will help you:
1. If a word ends in an inflectional suffix, the first cut is between this suffix and the rest of the word: treatment | s .
2. One of the IC’s should, if possible, a free morpheme: engage | ing .
3. The meanings of the IC’s should be related to the meaning of the word. It would be wrong to cut “starchy” like this: star | chy .

Do exercises: 8.27and 8.28 in your text-book.

 
