
 

  
Break, Break, Break 

BY ALFRED, LORD TENNYSON 

 

Break, break, break,                                              a 

         On thy cold gray stones, O Sea!                  b 

And I would that my tongue could utter               c 

         The thoughts that arise in me.                      b 

O, well for the fisherman's boy,                            d 

         That he shouts with his sister at play!            e 

O, well for the sailor lad,                                         f 

         That he sings in his boat on the bay!              e 

And the stately ships go on                                     g 

         To their haven under the hill;                        h 

But O for the touch of a vanish'd hand,                  i 

         And the sound of a voice that is still!             h 

Break, break, break                                                 j 

         At the foot of thy crags, O Sea!                       k 

But the tender grace of a day that is dead                  l 

         Will never come back to me.                          k 

 

Summary 

"Break, Break, Break" is a lyric poem that Alfred Tennyson (1809-1892) was 

believed to have completed in 1834. It centers on Tennyson's grief over the death of 

his best friend, Arthur Hallam, a fellow poet. Lyrical poetry presents the deep feelings 

and emotions of the poet as opposed to poetry that tells a story or presents a witty 

observation.  

The speaker is looking at the ocean and wishing he knew how to express his grief. He 

sees a fisherman's kid hanging out with his sister, and he hears a sailor singing, but 

they don't cheer him up – they just remind him of the "voice that is still," or the voice 

of his dead friend that he can't talk to anymore. The ocean waves keep breaking on the 

beach, and time keeps marching on, but the speaker can't go back in time to when his 

friend was still alive,…etc. 

Rhyme scheme is ABCB DEFE GHIH JKIK 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/alfred-tennyson


(A rhyme is a repetition of similar sounding words, occurring at the end of lines in 

poems) 

 

Poetic devices  

1- Personification and metaphor also occur in Lines 1 and 2, for the poet regards 

the sea as a human being.  

2- Alliteration (Line 8): boat on the bay 

Alliteration (Line 8): boat on the bay  

(Lines 9-12): Stanza 3 uses this figure of speech as follows:  

And the stately ships go on To their haven under the hill; But O for the touch 

of a vanished hand, And the sound of a voice that is still!  

Alliteration (Line 15): day that is dead 

      3-Repetition: Line 13 repeats Line 1; Line 7 repeats the first two words of Line 5 

(O' well). 

      4-Paradox: Touch of a vanished hand (Line 11), sound of a voice that is still (Line 

12).  
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