


Aldehydes have a carbonyl group bonded to a carbon atom on one side and a 
hydrogen atom on the other side. (Formaldehyde is an exception because it has 
hydrogen atoms on both sides.)                                                                                  

 Ketones have a carbonyl group bonded to carbon atoms on both sides.                 



Nomenclature of Aldehydes and Ketones 

 Aliphatic aldehydes are named substitutively in the IUPAC system by        

replacing the final -e of the name of the corresponding alkane with –al          

Since the aldehyde group must be at an end of the carbon chain, there is no 

need to indicate its position. When other substituents are present the 

carbonyl group carbon is assigned position 1. Many aldehydes also have 

common names; these are given below in parentheses. These common 

names are derived from the common names for the corresponding carboxylic 

       names  acids and some of them are retained by the IUPAC as acceptable 

                                                                                                                                   
   
































































